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Residents Researching & Recording Village History

You are warmly invited to a talk by 

David Stocker
The Monastic Estate of Barlings Abbey 

and the Villages East of Lincoln
an important aspect of Cherry’s history

at the Church Hall, High Street, at 7.30 p.m. 
Monday 31 March 2014

(no booking required - just turn up on the night) 
David has been closely involved in heritage management at local, regional and national levels for more 
than thirty years and is the author of many books and articles about ancient buildings and landscapes. 
He holds degrees in History, History of Art, Medieval Studies and Archaeology. He spent eight years 
working for archaeology and heritage trusts in York and Lincolnshire before moving to the newly 
founded English Heritage. After five years casework and ten years working on designation policy 
there, he became part of a team investigating the interrelationships between heritage and the new world 
of community planning. He is a member of the Lincoln Diocesan Advisory Committee, Vice-chair of 
the Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire's Advisory Board and a Trustee of the Society for Lincolnshire 
History. He is Heritage Lottery Fund committee member for the East Midlands. In all of his committee 
work he has been a strong advocate of community engagement with the management of their heritage.
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We are aware of the record in the Doomsday Book, 
the Saxon occupation around the pond and the 
original church being rebuilt in 1753 by Thomas 
Becke but the real information starts to expand with 
the advent of the census.
Records show that CW had 13 houses in 1811 
which had risen to 18 in 1831 this expanded to 29 in 
1851 (when we see the first mention of the 
Gatehouse and occupations associated with the 
railway), where it remained fairly static until after 
the 2nd world war.
The railway actually cut the village in two and 
remained closed except for access, although the 
cottages were built originally for the railway 
workers in the later census they seem to have been 
occupied by the ironstone miners from Greetwell 
Quarry who probably walked to work along the 
railway track. 

The Gatekeepers Cottage (above) was demolished 
in the late 1960s but in the war years its residents 
had a terrible reputation for reluctance to open the 

gates for farm traffic. There are some interesting 
stories about these houses and their occupants and 
it was down to them that the drainage had to be 
renewed.
EXTRACT FROM……….. The State of the 
village 1871: “I have this day examined the 
tenements adjoining the MS&L Railway situate in 
the Parish of Cherry Willingham. I have to report 
that out of the 39 occupants of these dwellings 
thirteen are at present ill or recovering from the 
effects of illness.
The tenements consist of ten semi-detached 
cottages each comprising a dwelling room and 
back kitchen or scullery and two bedrooms. Each 
house has a lean-to pigsty. There are 2 privies 
common to the row and one pump from which all 
obtain water.
The immediate surroundings of this pump are bad 
– on each side of it are two pigsties one in a filthy 
condition and an ash heap and general refuse 
repository. It is in the houses immediately 
surrounding this spot that the chief cases of illness 
have occurred.”
Analysis showed organic matter in the water and 
as a consequence several actions were taken to 
clear the site and the Parish was drained with 8” 
pipes in Dec 1871”.
Fortunately conditions in the village have 
improved significantly over the past 142 years!

Anne Welburn

The Ironstone Mines of Lincolnshire including Greetwell 
A talk by Stewart Squires

Anne’s article above refers to cottages in the village being occupied by ironstone miners from Greetwell 
Quarry. In September 2013 Stewart Squires gave us a fascinating talk on the ironstone mines of 
Lincolnshire with special reference to those at Greetwell. We were all amazed at the extent of these 
mines and their important role in the industrialisation of parts of the County. It was part of the reason 

why Scunthorpe became a major producer of 
iron and steel.
Working in these mines was an extremely 
hazardous occupation and many miners were 
seriously injured or killed as a result of rock 
falls. This was because they effectively drilled 
into the ironstone seams below other layers of 
rock which were relatively unstable. Ponies 
played a key role in hauling the ore out of the 
mines. We were surprised to learn that there 
were up to seventeen mines in the Greetwell 
area and the long-term consequences for the 

The People of Cherry Willingham & Their Lives

Postcard of Greetwell Ironstone Mining Loading Dock
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Other Diary Dates for 2014
Tuesday 10 June at 7.30 p.m. - our own Charles Parker will talk about 

‘The History of Fiskerton Airfield’ which had a major impact on wartime 
life in Cherry Willingham. 

Saturday 21 June - the official start of summer - we will be holding a 
celebration event at the medieval fish pond.

Further details will be circulated in due course

History Club 
at the Community School

In an exciting development some members of the 
Society have begun working with the School’s Head 
of History, Sarah Warnock, to run a lunchtime 
history club at the School. 

We started in January and have so far covered 
topics such as the history of the pond, the village 
war memorial, life in wartime Cherry Willingham -
living alongside Fiskerton airfield, and using 
various sources including the censuses to build up 
both family trees and pictures of residents of the 
village in earlier generations.
It is a small but enthusiastic group and we are 
looking to involve the young people in practical 
activities such as designing display boards and 
leaflets about the pond, researching their own 
family trees and those of residents of local villages 
and some hands on archaeology. 

This activity coincides with a requirement for 
more local history content in the school curriculum 
and we will be working with Sarah to find ways in 
which we can support this and link it to the work 
of the Society.
If you would be interested in helping with this 
project, please contact Mike. 

Sharing Our Heritage 
We are looking to support this work with the 
School, while engaging other residents in the work 
of the Society, with funding from the above fund 
operated by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
We have submitted an expression of interest and 
been encouraged by them to proceed to a full bid. 
The focus of the bid will be on encouraging 
residents of all ages to get involved in practical 
ways in exploring the history and heritage of 
Cherry Willingham.
These might include some test-pitting around the 
pond and other areas, field walking and metal 
detecting - all with the permission of the 
landowners. In order to undertake this work, we 
would require the support of a professional 
archaeologist and part of the funding would go 
towards this.
Obviously, given the application process, it will be 
later in the year before we are able to undertake 
these activities but please let Mike know if you 
would be interested in joining in.

area were quite significant e.g. it was pointed out 
that it took a year of pouring concrete to fill the 
mines under the site before the new County 
Hospital could be built!! The last mine closed in 
1937. The Society hopes to learn more about this in 
the future - especially the links to Cherry residents.
If you want to see more photos of the mine, you can 
look at the following web-site: http://
www.photrek.co.uk/greetwellironstone.html. For 
copyright reasons we cannot print them in this 
newsletter.Grundy No 1 Sha� in a field today

www.photrek.co.uk/greetwellironstone.html. For 
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The Aims of the Society
1. To investigate, study, conserve, publicise and enhance the historical and archaeological heritage of the 

parish of Cherry Willingham for the benefit of the local community and the wider public interest.
2. To encourage the participation of all members of the local community, including children and young 

people, in understanding and enjoying the heritage of the village and district.
3. To develop the knowledge and skills of members for investigation, analysis and recording of heritage 

and archaeological studies.
4. To develop relationships with appropriate national and local heritage organisations.
5. To support County, District and Parish Councils in the management, maintenance and preservation of 

public heritage sites located within the village.

Membership of the Society: Voting membership of the Society is open to individuals over eighteen 
and is by annual donation - £10 per person for 2014. However, we are pleased to include other residents 
of all ages in our mailing lists and to encourage them to join in our activities. Please contact us if you 
would like to become a member or go on our mailing list.

The Committee: The following were re-elected at our AGM in November 2013 to oversee the work 
of the Society: Anne Welburn (Chair), Ian Lacy (Vice-Chair), Mike Mason (Secretary), Charles Parker 
(Treasurer), Jackie Dearing & Jim Blyth.

Contacting the Society: For more information about the Society, or to ‘get involved’ in our work, 
please contact our Secretary Mike on 01522 823857 or by e-mail mike.mason4@ntlworld.com.

Web site: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage.

If you are reading this outside the local area, you may like to know that Cherry Willingham is a large 
village some 2 miles north-east of the City of Lincoln. Records date back to the Domesday Book but 
for most of the intervening centuries it was a relatively small village. Even immediately after World 
War 2, there were only some 87 houses and 300 residents. Major development in the years since has 
seen the village grow to nearly 1,700 houses and approaching 4,000 people in 2014.

The Society has been fortunate to secure a 
number of books either by purchase/grant, gift or 
loan from members. These are available to 
borrow if you are interested in any of the material 
they cover. Please contact Mike as below. 
 Farming in Lincolnshire 1850-1945
 History & Guide: Lincoln
 Life in Ancient Britain
 Lincolnshire Farm Animals
 Memories of Lincolnshire Farming
 Roman Lincoln: Conquest, Colony & Capital
 The Royal Observer Corps in Lincolnshire & 

Humberside
 Time & Tide - The Archaeology of the 

Witham Valley
 Visiting the Past - a guide to finding & 

understanding Britain's archaeology
 Yellowbelly Youth - A Fiskerton Boyhood
 Abbeys & Priories of Lincolnshire Past & 

present
 Churches, Chapels & the Parish Communities 

of Lincolnshire 1660-1900 
 Lincolnshire Women
 Lincolnshire's Heritage

We also have access to a some of the journals and 
magazines published by the Society for 
Lincolnshire History & Archaeology and the 
British Local History association.

GETTING INVOLVED
The ultimate success of the Society depends on more people getting involved in its work. If 
any of the items in this newsletter interest you, if you have any information, photos or records 
that tell a story about the history of the village, or you have another area of interest you would 
like to do some work on, please contact us - we shall be delighted to hear from you.

http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage

