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Newsletter 
No.4

October 2014

Cherry Willingham
Heritage Society

Inside This Newsletter
Inside you will find information about our activities as follows: 
 A Reflection by Our Chair, Anne Welburn p.2
 The Monastic Estate of Barlings Abbey - a talk by David Stocker p.2
 Community School: History Club and 50th Anniversary p.3
 A Celebration of Cherry Willingham’s History p.4
 Practical Archaeology - a talk by Charles Simpson p.4
 The History of Fiskerton Airfield - a talk by Charles Parker p.5
 A Message from Canada p.6
 About the Society and contacting us p.6
For more information about any of these or the activities of the Society, please see our 
web site: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage or use the 
contact details on the back page.

You are warmly invited to an evening of 
“Memories of Life in Cherry 

Willingham over the last 80+ years”
Tuesday 11 November 2014
at the Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

(no booking - just turn up on the night) 

History is not just what happened hundreds of years ago. We are all 
making it today and so, as part of our ’Residents Researching & 
Recording Village History’ project, we are trying to record the recent 
history of Cherry Willingham
We are inviting some residents to come and share their memories and 
invite you to come and share yours also. If you have memories you 
would like to share, and can’t attend on the 11th, please contact us -
details on back page
The evening will conclude with our 2014 AGM at which we invite you to 
share your thoughts about the work of the Society in 2015

http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage


2

A Reflection by Our Chair, Anne Welburn
In the beginning there was a silted pond and now 
we have a vibrant Historical Society with regular 
speakers and a better knowledge of the rich history 
of the village.
Originally it was thought that Cherry Willingham 
was nothing more than a dormitory village for 
Lincoln! It sprang to prominence in the early 60s 
with a lot of low cost housing suitable for newly 
marrieds and young families moving out from the 
city. However, research has shown us that this was 
an important stopping point in medieval times for 
travellers and farmers taking their wares to the 
Markets in Lincoln.
We have discovered a Roman past with finds of a 
silver coin, pottery and sword and, in the pond area, 
a Saxon smoke  house where the fish from the 
ponds were dried and used to trade with passers-by.
The type of pottery we have found shows us that 
this must have been a wealthy area as the pottery is 
of good quality including from Toynton a well-
known pottery in the South of Lincolnshire.
All this information has been collated following the 
initial restoration of the last remaining pond - paid 

for by a grant from Awards for All - and the 
subsequent formation of the History Society with 
funds from the National Lottery.
Now we have volunteers researching the Church 
and surrounds, the development of the schools, our 
roots in the farmlands and farming of the area and 
the important people that have lived here. We are 
working with budding historians in the Community 
School on various projects to expand our 
knowledge of Cherry Willingham and the 
surrounding area and we have a rich collection of 
knowledge for future generations to access.
Next steps: we hope to obtain a further grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund so that we can catalogue 
the artefacts and information that we already have 
as well as adding to the collection with an audio 
library of memories of the villagers born or living 
here before the population boom.
Our plans: development of an historical trail with 
information boards plus a library of books, artefacts 
& news items in our own museum with a thriving 
junior section to continue our heritage.
Why not be part of these plans?

The Monastic Estate of Barlings Abbey …..
in the Villages East of Lincoln

In March we heard a fascinating talk from Dr David 
Stocker on “The Monastic Estate of Barlings 
Abbey”. It all sounds a bit dry but if you wanted to 
understand the background to our area this was the 
right place.  It seems there may have been a very 
large Roman estate extending from the A15 and the 
Witham out to Reasby, centered on the governor’s 
villa at Greetwell - with another villa at Sudbrooke 
and probably one in Cherry.
When this estate was divided in 
Saxon times  Cherry stayed in 
the King’s portion: the other part 
went to the reeve –the king’s 
land manager (based at 
Reepham)  and in 1154 the 
wealthy deHayas family who 
were then reeves gave some of 
their own land to fund the abbey.
The abbey itself was a huge 
business concern, with outlying 
farms at place like Grange de 
Lings (where parts of the original 
grange form part of the current 

farmhouse), Scothern and Reasby  and interests in a 
port at Short Ferry where pottery from all over NW 
Europe has been found. It even founded a new town 
at Langworth at the river crossing with a market 
and plots for industry. Hawthorn Road became the 
shortest route from Lincoln to the abbey – a fairly 
straight line through Reepham to Barlings then a 
causeway to the abbey which was on an island in 
the marshland - the road is still raised above the 

fields. 
The life of the abbey ended in 
1536 when it was a focal point in 
the Lincolnshire rebellion against 
Henry V111 but the traces of it 
estate are still embedded in our 
local landscape.
The talk gave a feel for the long 
continuity of our landscape and 
history – it is fascinating to think 
our village predecessors faced 
development plans too!
Ian Lacy
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Cherry Willingham Community School
with Cherry Willingham Heritage Society

October 2015 marks the 
50th Anniversary of the opening of the School 

and it plans to celebrate it with the support 
of the School’s History Club and the Heritage Society

As part of this, we are looking for people who attended the 
School both in that first year - and in the years since - to share 

your experiences with us so that we can create a permanent 
record as part of the celebrations.

If you can help us, please contact us - details on back page 

Cherry Willingham Community School

History Club in partnership with
Cherry Willingham Heritage Society

Since our last newsletter, the Club has continued to 
prosper with a small group of very enthusiastic lads! 
Before the summer break they received talks on 
topics as diverse as the centenary of the start of 
WW1 - linked to research related to the names on 
the Cherry war memorial; growing up in the 1940s 
and life in Cherry during WW2 with especial 
reference to Fiskerton airfield; the significance of 
archaeological finds in Fiskerton e.g. canoes & 
‘boardwalk’; the history of being a GP in Reepham; 
and metal detecting.
We looked at pottery finds from Cherry, from the 
Collection and from digs in York and heard how 
these are processed and employed to date 
archaeological sites.
They produced displays which we used at the pond 

event in 
June. They 
also attended 
the event and 
h a d  a 
w o n d e r f u l 
time dressing 
up!

The term was concluded with a great visit to the 
Collection where the staff helped them to 
understand more about archaeology by ‘digging in 
sand trays’ and through the reconstruction of Anglo-
Saxon burial processes. They also took us to see 

Lincoln’s Roman ‘secret’ wall/gate which is 
hidden under buildings on Saltergate.
This term we have already done some practical 
metal detecting/field walking in the field next to 
the School - thanks to Peter 
Bowser. We have begun to  
learn something about 
cleaning our ‘finds’ and 
hope soon to have some 
help in identifying any that 
are useful from those 
which are modern rubbish!
We have also been to Willow Court care home to 
share in their Flame of Forgiveness Project which 
is designed to encourage residents to share their 
memories of World War 2 and to remember the 
100th anniversary of the start of World War 1. We 
aim to produce some items to be included in a time  
capsule to be buried in the home’s garden.
We are also undertaking research related to the 
School’s 50th Anniversary in 2015 - see below.
We are still looking to support this work with the 
School, while engaging other residents in the work 
of the Society, with funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. It is just taking a long time to put 
our bid together!
If you would be interested in helping with the Club 
in any way, please contact Mike. 
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A Celebration of Cherry Willingham’s History
On 21 June we held this event at the medieval fish 
pond on Lady Meers Road.  
Fortunately the weather was 
good. The first activity of the 
day was the erection of their 
gazebo by the Scout Group 
leaders - our thanks to them for 
their generous assistance.
 We were very fortunate that Hengist’s Kitchen 

(aka Neil Parker) joined us again for the 
morning. His demonstrations 
of medieval cookery -
accompanied by talks on 
“Medieval food - fishponds, 
farming, storage and forage” -
were a great attraction. He 
also brought along some costumes and 
‘weapons’ for those who dared to use them!

 Members of the Community School History 
Club spent the morning with us along with their 
teacher Mrs Warnock - who is now on maternity 
leave having given birth to a daughter. They had 
produced displays about the work of the Club.

 Light refreshments were available.
 There were activities, including a quiz, for 

children and young people.
 There were displays 

about the Society’s 
latest research and 
plans and how residents 
can contribute to our 
work.

We received some very positive 
feedback from all who attended 
and hope to hold a similar event 
in 2015. We hope to see you 
there!

With thanks to West Lindsey 
District Council, who funded 
this through their Community 
Chest fund and to Community 

Lincs for their support.

Practical Archaeology a talk by Charles Simpson
In September we had a very interesting presentation 
by Charles who is a local resident, part-time teacher 
at the Community School and professional 
archaeologist. His interests lie in community and 
buildings archaeology. 
He has worked for a number of 
years at a site in York that became 
known as Pitland because of the 
number of pits dug on site! This 
was land which had received 
p l a n n i n g  c o n s e n t  f o r 
redevelopment - work which was 
halted by the last major recession. 
In the meantime the landowners gave permission 
for the site to be used as a training place for 
archaeology students. Over six years this meant 
digging two millennia of deeply stratified urban 
deposits at Hungate in central York.
Charles explained that archaeology works 
backwards through time i.e. the most recent 
materials are nearest the surface. This is because 
over the years of human habitation successive 
generations build on what has gone before. At 
Hungate some of the oldest materials were found at 

a considerable depth.
Over the years the site revealed some remarkable 
facts and finds which Charles illustrated with 
PowerPoint slides. At the end of his talk Charles 

showed us some of the finds 
which he had been able to keep. 
He invited us to handle some of 
these and to see if we could 
identify them - a serious challenge 
in many instances!
This was a fascinating evening 
which ably demonstrated to us the 
need for 

careful planning of any on-
site archaeology followed 
by precise work and 
meticulous recording -
good pointers for any work 
we may be able to carry 
out in Cherry Willingham.
Thanks you Charles
NB: Pictures from the 
Hungate project web-site at 
www.dighungate.com

www.dighungate.com
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The History of Fiskerton Airfield 
by Charles Parker 

In June a packed Church Hall heard a great talk 
from Charles about the history of Fiskerton 
Airfield. Thank you Charles.
As the threat grew of another war with Germany 
various RAF Expansion Schemes were put in place. 
Locally complete by 1939/40 were RAF Binbrook, 
RAF Hemswell, RAF Scampton & RAF 
Waddington while RAF Coningsby, RAF Elsham 
Wolds & RAF Swinderby were under construction. 
RAF Fiskerton was built in 1942 as Class ‘A’ 
Heavy Bomber Airfield for 5 Group Bomber 
Command by Constable, Hart & Co. and F G 
Minter. It was designed to operate up to 36 
Lancaster/Halifax aircraft.
For the ‘locals’ the impact was the loss of Reepham 
Road, footpaths, farms and farmland; the Observer 
post moved to Greetwell; extra traffic by both rail 
and road; and restrictions e.g. through increased 
security and dangerous areas. The social impacts 
arose firstly from the arrival of the construction 
workers and then service personnel. This meant 
extra trade and social events but potential conflict 

with residents!
49 Squadron moved in from RAF 
Scampton in January 1943 and flew 
their first ‘Op’ to Berlin on 16/17th 
January. Later in October 1944 
Fiskerton transferred to No 1 Group 

Bomber Command and 576 Squadron 
moved in from RAF Elsham Wolds 
while 49 Squadron moved to RAF 
Fulbeck.
Other units based at Fiskerton 
included 1514 Beam Approach 
Training Flight (BATF) using 
Airspeed Oxfords (1944/5); 141 Squadron 
(detachment) of Mosquito VI night fighters 
(August 1944 – April 1945);  150 Squadron 
(Lancasters) - reformed 1st November 1944 from 
‘C’ Flight of 550 Squadron plus other crews and 
which moved to Hemswell on 22nd November; and 
2753 Squadron RAF Regiment providing airfield 
defence (1944/45). 
576 Squadron ‘Stood Down’ on 19 September 1945 
and the airfield was transferred from No 1 Group 
Bomber Command to No 40 Group Maintenance 
Command in November. It was used subsequently 
for various purposes including as Maintenance Unit 
Sub-site and for Bomb storage. It closed finally in 
1951 and returned to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and much of it returned to agricultural use that still 
dominates today!
NB Although named RAF Fiskerton, the impact 
would have been just as significant for Cherry 
Willingham and Reepham residents!

Flying control

Getting ready The Briefing Post raid debrief
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Programme for 2015: The Committee is currently working on this and would welcome any 
suggestions for inclusion in it.
Getting Involved: The ultimate success of the Society depends on more people getting involved in its 
work. If any of the items in this newsletter interest you, if you have any information, photos or records 
that tell a story about the history of the village, or you have another area of interest you would like to 
do some work on, please contact us - we shall be delighted to hear from you.
Membership of the Society: Voting membership of the Society is open to individuals over eighteen 
and is by annual donation. However, we are pleased to include other residents of all ages in our mailing 
lists and to encourage them to join in our activities. Please contact us if you would like to become a 
member or go on our mailing list.
Contacting the Society: For more information about the Society, or to ‘get involved’ in our work, 
please contact our Secretary Mike on 01522 823857 or by e-mail mike.mason4@ntlworld.com.
Web site: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage.

A Message from Canada
Hi Mike
I have just found your March 2013 newsletter on 
the internet. I am researching my family history and 
wonder if you could put a small article in the next 
one requesting information?
I am looking for any information on my Piper 
ancestors who lived in Cherry Willingham from the 
1920's until 1952. In 1952 the land was sold and 

now has about 4-6 
houses on it. They lived 
at Willingbeck on 
Waterford Lane and I 
understand the bend 
there is still called 
Piper's corner by some 
o ld e r  r e s id e n t s . 
William and Emily 
lived there with their 
c h i ld r e n Ro na ld , 
Frederick and Doreen. 
Doreen's daughter 
Shirley came back to 
l i v e  w i t h  t h e 

grandparents in the 1940's and she remembers some 
things.
There was certainly a lot of land and food was all 
around. William was a keen gardener and Shirley 
remembers pigs, chickens, elderberry, pear trees, 
apple trees, strawberries and plums. Produce was 
preserved in Kilner jars and Shirley helped with 
this.
The pig was slaughtered on the land, possibly every 
year. They were hung up on a metal frame and 
killed with a knife. Shirley’s job was to squeeze out 
the intestines to leave the skin which was ideal for 
making sausages. Shirley also had to take the offal 

round the village possibly selling it or giving it 
away as there were no refrigerators. Another job 
was to rub salt in the bacon to preserve it.
A dolly tub was used for washing. There was a 
bucket for the toilet and a candle if needed. The 
bucket was taken to a part of the garden then a 
piece of wood was placed on top of the bucket. 
This wood had a convenient hole in it. The 
excrement was then buried in the garden as it was 
excellent compost for the rhubarb and other 
vegetables.
Shirley knows that William caught the bus into 
Smith Clayton forge to work. The bus was very 
convenient and 
s t o p p e d  j u s t 
outside the house.
Emily also helped 
with the family 
income. She would 
earn money by 
laying people out. 
This could include 
tasks such as washing and shaving the body, 
tidying the hair, replacing teeth, closing the mouth 
and eyes and dressing the body ready for burial.
I would love to hear from anyone who knows about 
the people, the house or the land.
Attached is photo outside the house in Cherry.
Best wishes
Glenn Piper
NB: As you will note, Glen discovered us on our 
web-site. If you would like to communicate with 
him, please contact Mike - details below - and he 
will put you in touch with Glen.

http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/cherrywillinghamheritage

