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Project Update: 

http://www.lincstothepast.com/home/lincolnshire-remembrance/ 

I am sure you will all have been involved in Remembrance events this November; my own village of 
Willoughton had an exhibition featuring both the men and women who served and those who died 
with contributions from the school on the Saturday and a Remembrance Service on the Sunday 
which seemed to be attended by the whole village and more!  It was really lovely to see everyone so 
committed to remembering the sacrifices and honouring the people who died for us.   

 
Lincolnshire Remembrance Database: Richard has been valiantly editing all the people records on 

the database and we have very gradually been adding information about memorials, but we still 

have a lot of information to add.  Thank you so much to all of you who have been checking that the 

information for your local memorial is right and sending us extra information.  The quality of the 

information we have is really reliant on the dedication of you, our volunteer researchers. 

It was lovely to meet so many keen and interested people on our training and information days.  If 

you missed these days the information from the day will appear on Lincs to the Past soon.   

Unfortunately,  your project officer Cath Pike is going to be out of action for a while – until after 

Christmas  due to undergoing an operation , but Sarah Grundy will still be available to answer your 

queries and offer support, please send your emails to Warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk or ring 

Sarah on 01522 553109 

Training and Information days for Lincolnshire Remembrance: 

We are beginning to plan events for the early part of next year and so far this includes: 

How to produce a memorial book – February 14th – Lincoln 

Digital Photography – Memorials and Landscapes (with Down Your Wolds) 25th March 

Ludford.  Learn new techniques in digital photography (a basic digital camera or even a 

camera phone is all that is needed). 

Using the Lincolnshire Archives (Date to be confirmed) 

Local History Collections at Lincoln Central Library (Date to be confirmed) 

Booking will start in the New Year – so I will remind you all nearer the time! 

  

http://www.lincstothepast.com/home/lincolnshire-remembrance/
mailto:Warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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Other Events: 

Thursday 
26th 
November 
7.45pm 

Stickford Community 

Centre 
The North Sea Fishing Fleet – The Forgotten Navy 
Dr Robb Robinson (Hull University) 
£2 

Tues, 
Thurs, Fri 
and Sat till 
Xmas 

Brigg Heritage Centre  

The Angel  

Market Place  

Brigg  

DN20 8LD 

WW1 exhibition incorporating work by pupils at Sir John 
Nelthorpe School. 
Excellent – well worth a visit! 

11th 
December 
7.30pm 

Market Rasen Library The Christmas Truce 1914 
Rod Fanthorpe  £2 
Rase Heritage Group 

19th 
January 
2015 7pm 

Western Front Association 
At Sobraon Barracks, 
Burton Road Lincoln 

Christmas in the Trenches 1914-18 - Alan Wakefield 

If you have events you would like us to advertise do email me at 

warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Your Research: 

A time to remember Charles Ockley Bell by Roland Oldroyd 

 

 

In Waltham, as in so many other towns and villages in Lincolnshire, there is a war memorial which 
was erected in 1920 by public subscription. On it at that time there were only the inscribed names of 
the fallen from World War 1. The first of those is Charles Ockley Bell, whose name was first 
alphabetically, but he was also the first of those with connections with Waltham to be killed in 
action. He was unmarried. 

mailto:warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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His parents Alfred Frederick, a grocer by trade and Sarah Susanna Bell nee Ockley the only daughter 
of John Ockley who moved from Watlington ,Norfolk.  The family lived at 62 Grimsby Road 
Cleethorpes when Charles was born on Thursday December 10th 1891, he was the middle of 3 
children, having an older brother John and a younger  sister.  Charles was baptised at Old Clee 
Church on Sunday September 4th 1892.  He was a pupil for a time at Matthew Humberstone 
Foundation School and latterly attended Alford Grammar School.    After leaving school young 
Charles, followed his grandfather’s example and enlisted into army. He joined the South 
Staffordshire Regiment as a Private in January 1910. Charles must have been a capable soldier 
because on the 20th May 1914, only two months before the formal declaration of war on July 28th 
1914 between Austro- Hungary with Serbia, he became a Second Lieutenant in the Bedfordshire 
Regiment.  This promotion is believed to be the first under the then new army regulations of 1914.  
His commission into the Second Battalion led to him to be posted to South Africa and so the 
photograph of him may well have been taken of him there.  However, this was to be a short lived 
posting because within months the battalion was recalled to Europe, where in October 1914 he and 
the battalion dis embarked at the North Sea port of Zeebrugge in Belguim. 

During the first days of October the Division was ordered to move south and join up with others of 
the British army to go to the Belgian city of Ieper, but known by the Tommies as Wipers (Ypres).  It 
was here where the advanced units of the Bedfordshire Battalion were met by heavy rifle fire after 
crossing a rise in the Menin Road.  It was at this point that orders were given for the company to 
advance on both sides of the Menin Road to confront and engage the Germans, this was where they 
were met by heavy shrapnel fire. Into each round was packed many smaller pieces of metal or 
shrapnel making it lethal as it could kill or injure many soldiers from one shell.  

This became known as the First Battle of Ypres, with a casualty rate of between eighty and ninety 
per cent.  Second Lieutenant Charles Ockley Bell, at the age of 22 years 10 months, is recorded as 
the first officer of the Bedfordshire Regiment to be killed in action during this first battle on 
Sunday18th October 1914 (although Commonwealth War Graves Commission records the date as 
Monday 12th October). 

It was reported that he was buried at Le Touret, however, his grave was either lost or destroyed as 
he is now remembered on the Ypres  Memorial to the missing.  
Second Lieutenant Charles Ockley Bell is not only recorded on the cenotaph in the centre of 
Waltham, his name is also recorded on the Roll of Honour in Waltham All Saints Parish Church.   

It is not generally known that all those who signed up to fight in the various military services from 
Waltham were all killed during the four years of the First World War and that in 1911 the population 
was recorded as 821 and by 1921 Waltham’s population was 978. 

There is no date recorded on the memorial to indicate when Charles died and with the passing of 
100 years it would be easy to see nothing beyond a long forgotten name.  This, then, is to remember 
him as a brave and courageous soldier who gave his life for his country from our village of Waltham, 
as so many others did. 

(With grateful thanks to Steven Fuller for permission to use some biographical details). 
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The Trench - Robert Fish 

Here 

In this guttered, cluttered, battered scar 

Across our land, 

Where the feral shell’s barking cries 

Call the dead from afar 

We hide, cowering like the fugitives we are. 

We crawl 

Head down, bent of back 

In daylight slumber and nightime fear. 

Alone among friends, we fight 

To stave off death. 

Here 

 

How 

In this blistered, cratered, tapered wound 

Can we find hope? 

As the wild demons of oblivion 

Trawl our lifeless ground, 

And search the living with their savage, 

spectral sound 

For martyrs. 

We are stayed by false courage, 

Locked in by a soldier’s vow 

To stand and fight, and face the foe 

With fortitude; pray tell us 

How? 

Where 

In this crowded, clouded, shrouded gash 

Does safety lurk? 

In the hidden depths of mud bound clutter, 

And residue of human trash 

Our eyes seek refuge from the guns’ bright 

flash. 

We cower 

Spirits broken, faith fragmented. 

Death’s ubiquitous presence in this brutal 

impasse 

Becomes our constant companion, 

And takes our hand to lead us 

Where? 

 

When 

From these bloodstained, tearstained, 

profaned trenches 

To a vapored world 

We emerge, with gargoyled faces, and 

fumbling limbs 

That claw in contorted wrenches 

To free our body from the destroying clenches 

Of gas. 

Our ghostly images stutter forward 

And take with them hope for our nation. 

Cries of triumph choke each throat 

Our cause is just and victory will come 

But, when! 
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Frederick King: A Lincolnshire Victim of the 

Red Baron   

Adrian Wilkinson, Lincolnshire Archives 

Frederick King, the son of Timothy and Florence King, was 

born in Deeping St Nicholas in 1894. He was educated at 

the Middle Township School at Deeping Fen and continued 

to live in the area until he enlisted in the Lincolnshire 

Regiment. 

Frederick proved to a keen and capable soldier and he was selected for transfer to the Royal Flying 

Corps and subsequently trained to be an observer. In early 1917 he was serving in France with 25 

Squadron, which was equipped with the Royal Aircraft Factory FE2b. 

On the 17th March 1917 nine FE2s from 25 Squadron took off on a photo-reconnaissance sortie in 

the vicinity of Vitry, accompanied by a number of Sopwith Strutters from 43 Squadron. Included in 

the flight was Frederick King's aircraft (serial number A5439), which was being flown by Lieutenant 

Arthur Boultbee. 

At around 11 o'clock the FE2s were attacked by a force of between 15 and 20 German fighters from 

Jasta 11. In the ensuing aerial battle two of the Strutters were shot down and all four of the airmen 

were killed. Arthur Boultbee and Frederick King also fell victim to the German fighters, being shot 

down by Manfred von Richthofen himself, who was flying a Halberstadt DII. Both men were killed 

and they lie buried in Canadian Cemetery Number 2 at Neuville-St Vaast, near Arras. Frederick King 

was 22 years old and Arthur Boultbee just 19. In a letter of condolence that was sent to Frederick 

King's mother after his death she was informed that her son would have been given a commission if 

he had survived (he held the rank of Air Mechanic 2nd Class at the time his death). 

The Red Baron posted the following report on his 27th kill: "During the fight I managed to force a 

Vickers [Richthofen incorrectly identified the aircraft] aside, which I then, after 800 shots, brought 

down. In my machine gun fire the plane lost its open-work fuselage. The occupants were killed and 

were taken for burial by the local commander at Oppy." 

A few days after the engagement, Richthofen was sent a macabre souvenir of his most recent 

victory: a photograph of Arthur Boultbee's dead body. The following message was scrawled on the 

back: "Sir, I witnessed on 17 March1917 your air fight, and took this photograph, which I send to you 

with hearty congratulations, because you seldom have the occasion to see your prey. Here's to the 

next!" 

Media Review 

Birth of the Tanks DVD - £12.99 
From www.blowbyblow.co.uk/birthoftanks.php  (Queries to 01522 754901 or e-mail: 
andrew.blow@blowbyblow.co.uk) 

http://www.blowbyblow.co.uk/birthoftanks.php
mailto:ANDREW.BLOW@BLOWBYBLOW.CO.UK
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Presenter and Military Historian Richard explains how William Foster and Co of Lincoln and their 
enterprising MD William Tritton evolved from making farm machines to creating tanks - and how 
female munitionettes played an essential role.  
The programme draws on film and still images from the period, treasured local collections, and 
family memories. Richard leads viewers on a “tank trail” around the city. 
The documentary (40 minutes) is part of a 95-minute WW1 DVD Special. A donation from each 
sale/streaming will help fund a permanent memorial in Lincoln to the first tank men and women. 
The programme can be streamed for £2.50 (http://www.birthofthetanks.co.uk/). 

 
Gainsborough's Role in World War 1 Volume 1 – Peter Bradshaw 
A study of Gainsborough during the First World War based on local newspaper reports. 
£12 Available from Gainsborough Heritage Centre or from Susan Edlington 01427 612030 

 
Conservation Focus: 

 

Wreaths and War Memorials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of our memorials are adorned with 
wreaths and other tributes particularly 
around November-time.  But this can 
provide some challenges for those who 
manage the memorial – 
If wreaths are left on a memorial for a long time they can start to deteriorate and possibly cause 

staining to stone work.  However people can be upset when wreaths are removed prematurely so 

the War Memorials Trust recommends that custodians of memorials consult with the local 

community and interested parties such as veteran's organisations to agree a period of time for 

wreaths to be displayed.  Once a time-frame is agreed it should be publicised via local websites/ 

noticeboards etc. 

If your memorial is honoured with a lot of wreaths you may want to consider constructing a 

freestanding frame to hold the wreaths.  However if you are considering securing the wreaths to the 

memorial there are some conservation issues to bear in mind: 

 Wire should not be used to fix wreaths as it can cause staining on the memorial. An 
alternative would be to use rope or a natural material. 

 Any metal fixings should be non-ferrous to avoid damage caused by rust staining. 

 Any fixings to the memorial should be made into the mortar and not the masonry. 

 Any alterations or additions to a listed memorial are likely to require Listed Building Consent. 
You should contact the Conservation Officer at the local planning authority to discuss this. 

How can I stop the wreaths blowing 

away? 

 

How long should we leave the 

wreaths in place? 

 


