
Newsletter
Winter 2014/15

Issue 7

Goodbye from 
the Lincolnshire 
Coastal Grazing 
Marshes Project
It seems only yesterday that Issue 1  
of this newsletter was published in 
the Summer of 2012 but time has 
flown by and here we are with our 
final newsletter.  Although we would 
very much like to, we cannot possibly 
hope to tell you about everything 

that has been achieved over the past 
three years in this final newsletter, 
so instead we highlight some of the 
individual projects that came to fruition 
in this last year and update you on 
features from the last issue.  

Thank you!
Many people and funders made our 
Project possible and we end by saying 
thank you to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) who initially brought our Project 
to life with a £745,100 Landscape 
Partnerships’ Grant.  Other funders 

helped match the Lottery funding and 
we also thank our many sponsors 
including East Lindsey District Council, 
Natural England, Lincolnshire Wildlife 
Trust, Lincolnshire County Council, 
English Heritage, SITA Trust, Prince’s 
Countryside Fund, and Conoco 
Phillips.  Last but most certainly 
not least, the Project’s success 
also depended on the good will, in 
kind support and volunteer time of 
many hundreds of organisations and 
individuals and to them we also say a 
very grateful ‘thank you!’ 
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Our aim of supporting farmers and 
other landowners in conserving 
existing wet and dry grassland areas, 
and where possible encouraging 
conversion of land from arable to 
grazing was as Natural England’s 
records tell us aided by the project 
officers assisting 11 holdings in 
entering Higher Level Stewardship 
Agreements in the Target Areas. These 
will be in place for the next 10 years 
and will contribute to the ambition 
of ‘more, bigger, better and more 
connected areas for wildlife’.    

In addition to the new HLS 
Agreements, almost £195,000 
has been awarded to farmers 
and landowners as Landscape 
Enhancement Grants (LEGs), which 
amongst other things has seen 481m 
of new hedgerow created and 16.37km 
of livestock fencing erected to support 
grazing in the marshes.  

The Project worked extensively 
with farmers and landowners and 
listened to the concerns about 
‘conservationists flooding the 
landscape’ to protect wildlife.  
The Project’s use of specially 
commissioned hydrological research 
and experimentation with what we 
have called the ‘Wardling’ technique 
(see page 3), has helped to allay some 
of these concerns and allowed for an 
improved understanding of how the 
marshes can best be managed going 
forward to meet the needs of all. 

Helping both local people and visitors 
to access, enjoy and 
understand the full range 
of heritage features found 
in the grazing marshes 
has been assisted by the 
production of various 
walk and cycle leaflets 
and interpretation panels 
and the Marsh Guide.  
People have welcomed 
the way that previously 

little known 
stories of 
trading, 
smuggling 

and landscape 
history have been 
brought to life and 
the recognition given 
to the area. 

Burgh le Marsh 
residents have 
reported that the 
project and HLF 
funding has acted 
as the glue to bring 
people together, with 
one person noting 
that “It’s created 
a much stronger 
identity for the 
marshes amongst 
some residents  – 
sense of place has 
been created, people 
are now proud to be 
part of the Grazing 
Marshes landscape.  
– it’s opened people’s 
eyes to the subtlety 
of the landscape and 
its wildlife, history 
and culture.”  

The LiDAR work 
(see page 4) was a major highlight of 
the Project and Lincolnshire County 
Council’s Historic Environment 
Manager told us that “…the use of 
LiDAR within the Project has opened 
up a reserve of evidence that has never 
before been used as a basic tool in 
historical landscape development for 
this part of Lincolnshire … (in the future 

it could be used to) 
identify the historic 
development 
within the marsh 
area … it would be 
exciting to be able 
to go forward with 
a project … to open 
up new avenues 
to understanding 
and disseminating 
information to 
residents and visitors 
to the area.”

The Future
The LCGM Landscape Partnership 
Project ran for only three years, and 
this comparatively short period needs 
to be seen in a much longer context. 
It might be said that the Project was 
the culmination of various initiatives 
going back to the late 1990s and 
the partnership which led it has also 
evolved over that time. 

We now need to look forward and 
think about the likely future impacts on 
the area over the next 30 to 50 years 
and consider what might be needed 
next. There is considerable interest 
amongst the partners and some 
funding organisations to build on the 
Landscape Partnership Project and 
we expect to maintain this momentum 
going forward.

Watch this space!!

Project Achievements



Project Updates

Why Livestock 
Farming Matters 
– farmers of 
the future?
Amongst a range of initiatives to 
promote livestock farming, the Project 
ran two workshops in October of last 
year at The Chestnuts Farm in Burgh 
Le Marsh.  Attended by 29 youngsters 
aged 16 to 18, the workshops 
introduced them to careers in farming 
and agriculture, an option many 
young people may not previously have 
considered.  The workshops were 
regarded as a success with many of 
the participants saying that they would 
look for volunteering opportunities 
or work experience in farming and 
one youngster said that one of the 
best things about the workshop was 
“Learning about the vast array of 
job roles that farming has to offer. 
I didn’t realise there were so many 
opportunities.”

Middlemarsh Farm
Middlemarsh Farm, located within the 
Burgh le Marsh Target Area became 
a flagship site for the Project and 
developments there have made a real 

impact for wildlife.  Owned by the 
Dodsworth family the farm includes 
73 ha of wet grassland, which up until 
2006 was arable land.  This is the only 
site in the county with seven species 
of breeding wader including snipe.   

While birds were the principal 
driver here, other species have 
also benefited.  A little-known but 
threatened Lincolnshire native the 
greater, water parsnip has been 
reintroduced and is thriving alongside 
cowslips, meadow buttercup and 
knapweed and this site is also ideal 
water vole habitat.  

‘Wardling’
A highly effective approach to the 
design and creation of sites which 
will support breeding waders has 
been championed by Roger Wardle, 
one of the Project’s project officers.  
Experimentation and monitoring of 
breeding success has shown that the 
most effective design is a set of linear 
channels, which creates and maintains 
long wet margins due to the shape and 
cross section of the channels, whether 
they are full or nearly empty.  The 
Essex Wildlife Trust has expressed an 
interest in taking this approach forward 
on the Essex Grazing Marshes. 
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Students at the Farming 
Workshops held at Chestnuts 
Farm in Burgh Le Marsh

Middlemarsh Farm



Project Update 

The Riddle of the 
Marshes - Can 
you emulate our 
winning couple and 
crack the Riddle?

Mick and Sue Blackburn from near 
Market Rasen successfully cracked the 
Riddle code to unlock a vault and win a 
10oz gold bullion worth around £9,000.  

The treasure hunt was conceived as 
a novel way of encouraging people to 
learn about and explore local wildlife 
and history by solving clues based 
around myths, mysteries, folklore and 
the rich natural and cultural heritage 
of the Lincolnshire Coastal Grazing 
Marshes.  

Although the gold prize has now been 
claimed, you can still take part by 
downloading the ‘Riddle Pack’ from 
the Project website.  It’s ideal holiday 
or weekend entertainment for the 
whole family.

Discovering History
Working with Jim Bonnor, a local 
archaeologist, the Project has been 
able to create an animated LiDAR 
flyover film showing footage across the 
grazing marshes and is colour-coded 
according to the land’s elevation.  
This shows – amongst other things 
- how the landscape was reclaimed 
for salt making and grazing, ancient 
river systems, lost settlements, and 

ridge and furrow.  As an added bonus 
the film is narrated by the actor Jim 
Broadbent (who carried out this 
assignment for a minimal fee which he 
donated to charity).  

This animated LiDAR fly-through is 
reported to be only the second of its 
kind to have been made in the UK and 
can be viewed on the Project website.  

Photography 
competition
Following a successful photography 
competition in its final year, the Project 
showcased all 150 entries in two 
exhibitions, first at the Park Gallery 
Spout Yard close to Louth Museum 
and later at Louth Museum itself. 

The 1st Prize of £500 was presented to 
Emma Crust for her photo ‘Combining’ 
which was entered into the Working Life 
category (see below). The 3 runners up 
who each received £100 for their entries 
were Sandra Todd ‘Four Spot Chaser’, 
Gill Kennett ‘Ruined Building’ and 
Stephen Laws ‘Golden Harvest’. 

Marsh Guide 
Our illustrated Marsh Guide is a major 
legacy document from the Project and 
aims to help and encourage people to 
enjoy the marshes. The Guide contains 
information on the history, heritage 
and wildlife of the marshes and 
features places to visit and things to 
do. Walking routes and cycle trails are 
featured along with accessible areas 
to view wildlife.  The guide is available 
from Tourist Information Centres and 
is also available to download from the 
Project website.

Improved 
Interpretation

A major part of the Project’s legacy 
is the production and siting of 12 
very high quality interpretive panels 
including three more elaborate 
interpretive ‘Hubs’, one in each of 
the Target areas, at Burgh le Marsh 
Windmill, Farmer Brown’s Huttoft and 
at Saltfleet New Inn.  

Lincolnshire Coastal Grazing Marshes Project partners: East Lindsey District Council, English Heritage, Environment Agency, 
Heritage Lincolnshire, Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board, Lincolnshire County Council, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, 

National Farmers’ Union.  In association with Lincolnshire Coastal Country Park.
www.lincsmarshes.org.uk4


