
Heckington Windmill  

Lincolnshire’s naturally 
produced Food & Drink 

at source 

Visit Europe’s only eight-sailed windmill and see  
our new centre take shape, combining the 

Working Mill with a Brewery, Café, Bakery and 
Visitor Centre. 

This iconic heritage landmark is the place to 
discover how natural power was harnessed to 
create Bread and Beer from Lincolnshire’s rich 

agricultural canvas. 

www.heckingtonwindmill.org.uk 

Eight Sail Ale is not a name you’ll easily 
forget but is just one of many fine beers 

that are brewed on-site at the Eight Sail Brewery. Meet 
our friendly brewers  who will 
talk you through their exciting 
and unique products - all of 
which are on sale at the brewery 
shop, which in 2015 will include 
the first Beer using stone ground 
barley milled here at the 
windmill. 

If Windmills were celebrities, 
Heckington definitely has A list 
status with at least 3 mainstream 
TV appearances last year including 
an extensive visit and report from the BBC’s Countryfile 
team. They enjoyed the visit and found time to help us 
with the refitting of the new sails. 

Award winning Beers 

The unique experience of visiting 
Heckington Windmill includes 
being able to enjoy a cup of tea, 
a cake, snack or sandwich in the 
original miller’s cottage. As 2015 
progresses these will increasingly   
be made on site using bread 
making quality flour from the 
windmill. You will have the luxury of tasting and enjoying 

our very own end 
product  whilst watching 
the 8 sails do their work. 
In summer months you 
can enjoy all this in the 
cottage garden - the 
perfect place for an 
afternoon tea or a glass 
of our brewed-on-site ale. 

Mill  
Tea  
Rooms 

Fun for  
the whole 
Family 

Whether they are hunting for 
our hidden mice or learning 
from one of our millers how the 
power of the wind is harnessed 
to grind corn, the kids are 
bound to have fun exploring the 
mill. It’s also a great place for 
children of 30 or even 90 if our 
feedback is anything to go by. 
What’s not to like about trying a 
range of ales, taking a bread 
making kit away to try at home 
or seeing the exciting future 
plans for the visitor centre? 
Better still, plan a visit around 
one of our special threshing 
weekends to make for a really  
memorable day out. 

Tower of 
Technology 

Heckington Windmill  
houses 6 floors of Victorian 
technology. Just step inside 
to understand how it all 
works. The large ground 
floor houses our gift shop, 
packed with exhibits and 
demonstrations. Climb the 
tower not just for great 
views but also to explore the ingenuity 
behind all those cogs, pulleys, trapdoors, 
levers and wheels. On a windy day you’ll find 
the mill in action along with our team of 
millers to demonstrate how the engineering 
and design work so well together. 

Visitor Information 
We are open:- 
Every Saturday and Sunday from 12 noon - 5.00pm  
(1.00pm - 4.00pm from Sept-March) 
 

Summer Holidays - open every day (12 noon - 5.00pm) 
20th July - 4th August  
 

Other school & public holiday opening (12 noon-5.00pm) 
School Half Terms:  19-20 Feb, 28-29 May,  29-30 Oct 
Easter:   2nd, 3rd & 6th April  
Other Bank holidays: 4th May, 25th May 
 

Look out for details of special events on our informative website! 
 

Admission: Ground floor: FREE,  
Upper floors: £3 adult, £1:50 child, under 5’s FREE 

CONTACT US at Heckington Windmill 
Hale Road, Heckington, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, NG34 9JW 
 

Tel. 01529 461919  
Email enquiries@heckingtonwindmill.org.uk 

VISIT US 
BY ROAD follow the tourist signs from the village  
approaches. SAT NAV NG34 9JW 
 

BY RAIL Services to Heckington run from Nottingham, Gran-
tham, Sleaford, Boston & Skegness 
 

ON LINE:  www.heckingtonwindmill.org.uk 
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www.facebook.com/HeckingtonWindmill  



1830  
 

New mill 
tower built by 
Michael Hare 
and the 5 sail 
machinery was 
completed in 
1834 

1836  
 

Mill ownership 
passed to 65 
year old local 
baker, Mr Nash 
by marriage to 
28 year old 
Ann Hare. 

1892  
 

Repairs 
carried out 
and 8 sails 
fitted using 
machinery 
bought from 
the Tuxford 
Mill in Boston 

1907  
 

Wheat 
grinding 
ceased 

1933  
 

Repairs and 4 
new sails fitted 
by John 
Pocklington 
who died in 
1941, leaving 
the mill to his 
family 

2013 
 

Heritage Lottery 
Fund announce  
grant to purchase 
and renovate  
the site 

2014 
 

All 8 sails are 
replaced and the 
windmill is 
working again, 
milling high 
quality bread flour 
and producing 
stone ground 
barley for the 
brewery. 

1999 
 

Mill  ceased  
working  due  
to structural 
defects.2004 
saw major 
repairs to the 
cap & 
brickwork. Mill 
re-opened. 

See back cover of this leaflet for contact information 

1974  
 

Ownership 
passed to 
Lincolnshire 
County 
Council 

1890  
 

Mill  
severely 
damaged in a 
thunderstorm 
when cap and 
sails are  
blown off. 

1891 
 

Mill  
purchased  
by John 
Pocklington. 

1981  
 

The Friends of 
Heckington Mill  
established 
to run mill which 
opened to the 
public in for the 
first time  

2009 
 

Mill house 
opened as tea 
room & visitor 
centre but mill 
working stops in 
2010 for urgent 
sail repairs 

1953  
 

Kesteven County 
Council buy the 
mill for £400 & 
undertake basic 
renovation works 
to make the mill 
safe though it is 
again struck by 
lightning in the 
early 1970s. 

Which means 2015 is a great year to visit ! 

The next 3 years will see this 
historic site transformed into a 
place where food, heritage 
and technology will come 
together to create an amazing 
visitor experience. 

 and look forward to our exciting future... Visit Heckington Windmill  experience your history 

  … a future we can all share 
 as Heckington Windmill embarks 
 on Britain’s biggest ever windmill 
 project. 

The site and development work 
is managed and run by enthusiasts and volunteers  
that together make up Heckington Windmill Trust.  
 

Why not join the trust and support this brilliant project?  
You can become actively involved and learn to be a miller or 
perhaps give baking demonstrations or simply have the 
satisfaction of being part of a project you can watch unfold. 
www.heckingtonwindmill.org.uk  

In 2014 we 
 Acquired the site 
 Replaced the sails 
 Cleared skips-full of rubbish to make it visitor friendly 
 
In 2015 we plan to  
 Launch our first ever stone-ground malt beer 
 Bake bread on site for the first time in over a century 
 Reinstate the Ruston oil engine 
 
Why not come along to see 
what’s happening & view the 
progress? 

The Windmill’s  
development plan will see the site’s 

historic outbuildings brought back into use with a visitor 
centre, museum, bake-house, toilets and parking to 
compliment the improvements already being made. 

1984  
 

Mill  
returned to 
full working 
order and 
the 8 sails 
are turning 
again - the 
first time in 
40 years 


