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One was an uncrowned king, the elder of the famous Princes in the 

Tower; the other was the lost heir to the Tudor dynasty. Edward V 

disappears from the pages of history at the age of twelve; Arthur 

Tudor, Prince of Wales, died at fifteen, and his younger brother, 

Henry VIII, became king in his place.  

  

Drawing on extensive research, Alison Weir recounts the lives of 

these two hapless princes and explores the mysteries that surround 

them. What happened to Edward V? Was he murdered on the 

orders of his uncle, Richard III, the man who had usurped his 

throne? Was Edward the child of an invalid marriage, as Richard 

asserted? Was Arthur’s marriage to Katherine of Aragon 

consummated? And what was the cause of his early death?  

 

Alison Weir places the lives of Edward and Arthur in context: their 

training for kingship at Ludlow Castle, and their identification with 

the kings who fathered them; and she looks at the evidence for the 

kind of rulers they would have made.  Her talk reveals some 

surprising insights. 

Alison Weir is the top-selling female 

historian (and the fifth best-selling historian 

overall) in the United Kingdom, and has 

sold over 2.3 million books worldwide. She 

has published sixteen history books, 

including The Six Wives of Henry VIII, The 

Princes in the Tower, Elizabeth the Queen, 

Eleanor of Aquitaine, Henry VIII: King and 

Court, Katherine Swynford and The Lady in 

the Tower. Alison has also published four 

historical novels, Innocent Traitor, The Lady 

Elizabeth, The Captive Queen and A 

Dangerous Inheritance. Her latest 

biography is Elizabeth of York (2013), and 

her fifth novel, The Marriage Game, was 

published June 2014. She is a Fellow of 

the Royal Society of Arts and Sciences and 

an Honorary Life Patron of Historic Royal 

Palaces, and is married with two adult 

children.  

All welcome 

Branch lectures are free for HA members, associate branch members, 
students & BGU staff. Non-HA members will be charged £3 per lecture. 

If you plan to bring a large group to a lecture, please contact the branch 
secretary Dr Claire Hubbard-Hall [claire.hubbard-hall@bishopg.ac.uk] or 
01522 583736 

THIS EVENT IS SUPPORTED BY  LINCOLN WATERSTONES Free Car Parking 

The City of Lincoln Branch 


