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Win your school or youth group 

£750 towards an educational 

remembrance trip 

Two prizes of £750 are up for grabs to help 

fund an outing to the National Memorial 

Arboretum in Staffordshire. 

All you have to do is submit young peoples' 

designs for a war memorial by 27 March 

2015.  These could be drawings or paintings, 

3D models, textiles, mosaics or even a 

garden design – it's up to them.   

All that matters is that the design takes 

inspiration from a local memorial and says 

something about what sacrifice means to our 

communities today. 

The competition has been launched by the 

Lincolnshire Remembrance project to involve 

children and young people in 

commemoration activities.  The project is 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Armed 

Forces Covenant and Lincolnshire County 

Council. 

If you're interested in finding out more 

about this project, which is helping 

volunteers record and research their local 

war memorials, as well as discover some of 

the stories behind them, visit 

www.lincstothepast.com/warmemorials.  

You'll find a range of learning resources 

there too. 

 

Project Update: 

Dear all, 

At the start of 2015 we focused on publishing our Learning Resources These are now available to 

download free through Lincs to the Past. Accompanying the launch of the Learning Resources we are 

inviting schools and youth groups in Lincolnshire to enter a competition to design a war memorial.  

(See below). 

We recently held a very interesting seminar on producing a memorial book with guest speakers 

David Start from SLHA, Mike Hodgeson who has written 

books on Mareham le Fen, Coningsby and Tatershall, and 

Bob Fish from Epworth who produced a beautiful 

memorial book for his community.  A"How to… guide" 

on producing a memorial book, and another on fund 

raising will appear on Lincs to the Past soon.  You will 

find them under Learning and Resources 

We are just finalising dates and arrangements for 

more Lincolnshire Remembrance events including a 

digital photography workshop in Grantham, a war 

memorials workshop in Caistor and we are working 

towards an event in Boston.  I will let you know as 

soon as full details are confirmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Learning Resources for Key Stages 1-3 

Lincolnshire Remembrance has created a set of 

free learning resources to support teachers and 

young people in finding out about the impact of 

war on local communities. 

The study is designed to help you use your local 

war memorial as a focus to explore the impact of 

global events in a local context.  The resources are 

supported by materials and information related to 

the historic county of Lincolnshire.  

Locally based materials  

Linked on line resources 

History literacy and ICT based activities 

Resources can downloaded at 

http://www.lincstothepast.com/learning-and-

resources/learn-about-lincolnshire-at-war/ 

http://www.thenma.org.uk/
http://www.thenma.org.uk/
http://www.lincstothepast.com/warmemorials
http://www.lincstothepast.com/learning-and-resources/learn-about-lincolnshire-at-war/
http://www.lincstothepast.com/learning-and-resources/learn-about-lincolnshire-at-war/
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British First World War Trench Maps, 1915-1918 

 Dave Grainger from Western Front Association has come 
across a really useful free resource from the National Library of 
Scotland – Fully zoomable trench maps online 

 http://maps.nls.uk/ww1/trenches/index.html 

  

 

Other Events:  (Please let me know of any events in your area) 

Date Event Venue Contact 
Sunday 
22nd 
February 
from 
1.30pm 

New Memorial 
Dedication remembering 
7 men who died in a 
Great War Training 
Tragedy 

St Paul's Church, 
Morton near 
Gainsborough 

Peter Bradshaw 
01427 610507 

Monday 
2 March 
– 7pm 

The RFC at War, The 
Early Years  
Dave Rowland 

Sobraon Barracks, 
Burton Road 
Lincoln 

Western Front Association 
publicity_wfa@hotmail.com 

Thursday 
12 March 

2015 

 

The Tank Formerly 
Known As Flirt - The 
Hidden History of a Mk 
IV 
Gwyn Evans and Richard 
Pullen 

The Royal Naval 
Association Club, 
Coulson Road, 
Lincoln LN6 7BG 

Friends of Lincoln Tank 
info@friends-of-the-lincoln-tank.co.uk 

3rd April- 
28th June 

Centenary of the 
Women's Institute – 
Inspiring Women 1915-
2015 
 

Museum of 
Lincolnshire Life 

http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/visiting
/museums/museum-of-lincolnshire-
life/ 

  Sobraon Barracks 
Burton Road, 
Lincoln 

Western Front Association 

  Rope Walk 
Roundabout 
Tritton Road 

http://www.lincolntankmemorial.co.uk
/  

Thursday 
14 May 

2015 
7.30pm 

 

The 4th Northern 
Hospital Lincoln and the 
VAD 
Mike Credland 

The Royal Naval 
Association Club, 
Coulson Road, 
Lincoln LN6 7BG 

Friends of Lincoln Tank 
info@friends-of-the-lincoln-tank.co.uk 

Please let me know about your events locally email me at warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/ww1/trenches/index.html
http://www.lincolntankmemorial.co.uk/
http://www.lincolntankmemorial.co.uk/
warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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Andrew Blow has 

sent us an update on 

the Lincoln Tank 

Memorial: 

Confirmation came 

today, in this 

Centenary year of 

the first fighting 

tanks, that the 

Lincoln Tank 

Memorial will be 

unveiled on Sunday, May 10, on the Rope Walk roundabout near the site of the WW1 tank foundry 

of William Foster and Co. Ltd in the city’s one-time industrial heartland. This will be an important 

ceremony with people flying in from Australia, Canada and Belgium.  

For more details go to http://www.lincolntankmemorial.co.uk/  and the associated Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/Lincolntankmemorial 

Gymes Tragedy Remembered: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Bradshaw's research into a training accident in 1915 has resulted in the 

establishment of a new memorial which will be dedicated at St Paul's Church 

Morton, near Gainsborough on Sunday 22nd February.  The Church will be 

open from 1.30pm, service at 2pm, followed by a walk along the river bank to 

lay a wreath at the site. 

http://www.lincolntankmemorial.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Lincolntankmemorial
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Gymes Tragedy: 

In October 1914 over 4,000 Yorkshire Territorials came to Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, to 

carry on their training before being sent to France in April 1915. They were billeted with 

local families, many of whom had husbands and sons who had enlisted in the army. 

On Friday, February 19th 1915, the town was shocked when seven members of "D" 

Company of the 4th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry were drowned. They had 

gone to a local pond, known locally as a "gyme," in the neighbouring village of Morton, to 

practice raft building. A raft was built consisting of tarpaulins filled with straw, ropes and 

planks of wood. Estimates of the number of soldiers on board the raft when it tipped over 

were disputed, some claimed that it was up to 40. Within seconds dozens of men were in 

the cold, deep water, wearing their heavy uniforms and boots, struggling to survive.  

That morning there were many acts of bravery by individual soldiers who saved the lives of 

drowning colleagues. Private Creighton, 19 years old, from Batley was brought back to life 

by artificial respiration. Like many of his colleagues he had been a miner. Former Leeds 

solicitor, Lance Corporal Arthur R. Chorley and Lance Corporal Chapelle had seen the 

disaster unfold from the bank, they jumped in and were credited with saving several men. 

Another rescuer was Lance Corporal George Sykes whose brother was a Batley doctor. He 

wrote, "I got my pack and my coat off, dived into the water and tried to save the poor chaps. 

It was awful! We could not tell who was drowning or who was wanting help, and we got two 

out just in time. We had a job to get them round, but we succeeded after a time." Willie 

Barber saved two from the middle of the pond. Sergeant Charles Hemingway and Private 

Walter Gatenby also helped in the rescue and only left the water when exhausted after 

saving three lives. 

Initially five bodies were recovered but after a roll call it was found that there was still two 

missing. Jim Howgate and Sam Hough searched the water for several hours to recover the 

bodies. Later in the afternoon two more bodies were recovered 

The local legend was that the "gymes" were bottomless and questions were asked about 

why the pond was used when they could have used the nearby, much safer, shallow lake at 

Sir Hickman Bacon's, Thonock Hall.  

The bodies were taken to the nearby Crooked Billet Pub. The next day an inquest was held 

in Morton School and by this time grieving relatives had travelled to the town from their 

home towns of Dewsbury, Wakefield, Batley and Harrogate. The jury headed by local builder 

J.R. Fox viewed the bodies and visited the gyme. Later the bodies were taken to Holy Trinity 

Institute Hall, in the area of Gainsborough where they had been billeted, to lie overnight. 

The next day they were taken back to their home towns for burial accompanied wreaths 

paid for by the townspeople. 
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Funeral of Private Myers in Dewsbury 

 

The verdict of the 

jury was 

"Accidental 

death" but they 

commented on 

the inexperience 

of the officer in 

charge, Captain 

Harold Hirst and 

his men. They 

said the raft was 

too small to carry 

the number of 

men and there was inadequate provision for life-saving. They commended the efforts of 

those who had made brave efforts to save their comrades. 

It was later established that the gyme was 32 feet deep in the centre and closer to the edge 

where the raft turned over it was 21 feet deep. On the Sunday evening following the 

tragedy the Gainsborough Coroner was surprised to witness soldiers diving into the pond to 

recover equipment that had been lost.  

Within days of the tragedy 

the K.O.Y.L.I.'s were 

removed from 

Gainsborough to York and 

were replaced by members 

of the West Yorkshire 

Regiment. By April 1915 

they were in the trenches 

in Northern France and the 

"Gainsborough News" soon 

carried reports of 

casualties. In June it was 

reported that Captain Hirst 

had been shot and killed by 

a sniper. He is buried in 

Bois Grenier Cemetery in 

France. Later in the war 

Private Barber was killed in 
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action and Lance Corporal Chorley (by then promoted to Captain) died from wounds, both 

are buried in France. Sergeant Sykes died later from wounds and is buried in Slaithwaite. 

The victims were:- 

WILLIAM ATHERON aged 20, from Wakefield 

EDMUND BATTYE aged 22 from Batley 

ALFRED BRUCE aged 22, from Harrogate 

ERNEST COCKELL aged 20, from Wakefield 

FREDERICK COOKE aged 33, from East Ardsley 

WILLIAM DENT aged 21, from Churwell 

JOHN MYERS aged 24, from Dewsbury 

 

The Friends of Gainsborough Cemeteries and Chapel have commissioned a plaque to 

remember the seven soldiers to be placed in St. Paul's Church, Morton. The Friends are keen 

to find out if there are any relatives of the victims the rescuers who may be able to provide 

more information about the tragedy. 

Peter Bradshaw has recently published a book "The Fallen Sons of Gainsborough" using 

reports from Gainsborough's newspapers. This can be obtained by contacting Peter on 
01427 610507 or Susan Edlington on 01427 612030. They are also available at Gainsborough 

Heritage Centre, price £12.00 
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POST WAR REMEMBRANCE IN THE 1920s, WAS IT A UNIFYING EXPERIENCE? 

Jonathan D’Hooghe MA 

When World War One came to a formal end in 1919 with the Treaty of Versailles, the British Empire 

had suffered very nearly one million war deaths, over 700,000 of them from the British Isles. 

As far back as 1915, the British Government led by Prime Minister Asquith, had realised that it was 

not going to be practicable or affordable to repatriate the bodies of the dead back to the UK. This 

decision led to the spontaneous erection of small localised memorials and street shrines. Connelly 

calls this the ‘surrogate grave’ theory and he goes on to comment that ‘the real need for war 

memorials lay in the fact that the bereaved had no graves to grieve over and through which to 

exorcise emotion [therefore] the memorial [was] a substitute grave and the unveiling, an alternative 

funeral.’  

The immediate post war years witnessed a countrywide memorial construction programme. 

Communities, churches, chapels, schools, workplaces, clubs, villages, towns and cities embarked on 

their own processes of memorialisation and even the nation state commemorated the country’s war 

dead by constructing memorials on the battlefields such as at Thiepval on the Somme as well as at 

the Cenotaph in London.  

It is suggested that at the national level there was a political motive at work, in a concerted effort to 

bind the nation state together in remembrance and a shared grief, but at the local level, it has been 

written that the process of memorialisation had a more psychological effect on the local population 

which helped with their individual and collective emotions. 

Most contemporary post war writers have tended towards the view that post war memorialisation 

was a unifying experience for local communities large and small. It has been argued that death in 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1375523822740363&set=o.637387376287913&type=1
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battle knew no social barriers and therefore all classes of society were united in their desire to erect 

a war memorial. There are dissenters to this view like Nick Mansfield (see bibliography) but my 

opinion has been formed by my work in 2014 to complete my MA in British First World War Studies 

at the University of Birmingham.  

I chose as a dissertation subject to analyse the memorialisation processes that the Lincolnshire town 

of Sleaford went through between 1919 and 1922. Far from being a unifying experience for the 

town, I was able to prove conclusively that the process was dominated by a powerful professional 

middle class clique who excluded the lower classes from the decision making, the fund raising, the 

design, the construction and the unveiling ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unveiling of Sleaford War Memorial June 1922 

To reach this conclusion I was fortunate to find in the Lincolnshire County Archives that the Sleaford 

War Memorial Committee minute book had survived intact. This provided the framework for me to 

reach my conclusions and by harnessing the Sleaford UDC housing records and other town records 

such as Rate Rolls and burial records and by trawling the reference books about Sleaford that exist in 

the Sleaford town library I was able to draw a picture of life in Sleaford in the 1920s. Another very 

useful tool was the microfiche records held in the library for the Sleaford Gazette and the Sleaford 

Journal. Their correspondents attended all of the meetings of the memorial committee and added a 

lot of detail and first hand quotations that did not appear in the official minutes.    

To complete my research, I also attended the Suffolk County Archives at Bury St Edmunds to wade 

through the extensive estate records that exist for the Marquess of Bristol’s estates. The Marquess 

being the largest landowner in Sleaford at this time and I wanted to analyse his role in the process. 
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Whilst researching in the Lincolnshire archives, I also came across war memorial construction and 

fund raising records for Alford, Barrow on Humber, Bucknall, Daldersby & Scrivelsby, Dorrington, 

Horkston, Ingham and Lenton. There may well be more but there is certainly enough for further local 

history research to try and ascertain the roles of the leading proponents and to identify their 

relationship to the war dead and their personal motives – was it civic duty or profit? 

If you would like an email copy of my dissertation, please contact me at jonathan@worldwar-

ancestry.co.uk  
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The Freedom Flame 

 

   
“Let us be strong in the resolve to 

stand firmly for freedom and 

justice in an unsettled world. We 

must be united and determined to 

fight aggression in whatever form 

it may appear."  

Field - Marshal Montgomery 

 

mailto:jonathan@worldwar-ancestry.co.uk
mailto:jonathan@worldwar-ancestry.co.uk
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These words were spoken as Field-Marshall Montgomery lit a Freedom Flame in Portsmouth 

on September 13th 1948.  At that time a lasting peace was still an uncertainty and the torch 

aimed to be a symbol of peace and unity between Britain and Europe.  It was carried across 

the English Channel on a battleship and presented to the mayors of Bayeaux and 

Eindhoven, these two cities being deemed to be the first to be liberated in 1944.  The eternal 

flame has continued to burn in both cities ever since. 

Each year the flame in Eindhoven is refreshed and ‘daughter flames’ distributed throughout 

Holland.  These form the basis of annual two day freedom Festivals held in early May.  The 

first day, rather like our Remembrance Sunday, honours and remembers the dead, including 

civilians. The second day celebrates liberation and freedom. 

 

In late August 2014 the flame was brought to Lincolnshire and presented to the Lord 

Lieutenant.  He pledged, on behalf of the people of Lincolnshire, to protect it and promote 

the values associated with it, these being liberty, justice and fairness. 

 

The Flame resided in Woodhall Spa for a week before leading the Arnhem 70th Anniversary 

Commemorative events. 

In 2014 the flame returned to Britain for the first 

time since 1948.  The Hull Normandy Veteran’s 

Association were entrusted with a daughter flame, 

given to them by the people of Waggeningham, 

Holland.  It was given with peace and goodwill to 

shine in Hull, designated the city of freedom,  

where it received the blessing from Archbishop 

Sentamu.  

Thea Coleman with the Lord Lieutenant 

and the Freedom Flame. 

Thea, has vivid recollections from her 

childhood, of the famine and the relief as 

she saw Lancaster bombers dropping food 

during Operation Manna 
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Arnhem veterans and their associations came from all parts of the UK to form part of the 

parade and wreath laying service. 

                         

Following that the flame went out and about so that families and individuals could hold it and 

discuss what the flame meant to them. 

The Freedom flame is in Lincolnshire during 2015.  The Lincolnshire Heritage Forum is 

working in partnership with the Hull Freedom Flame steering committee to bring the flame to 

venues throughout the County.  If you would like the Flame to be at one of your events or 

meetings then please get in touch.  The Flame will also be taken to bomber command 

airfields throughout Lincolnshire before being part of the Bomber Command Memorial 

opening ceremony later in the year. 

 

  

Young people formed a 

torch relay through the 

village 

For further details and to book 

the flame please contact 

 Jackie Goodall 

Goodall.jackie@gmail.com 

01526 352454 

mailto:Goodall.jackie@gmail.com
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New National Gazetteer of Memorial Parks and Gardens  

As the First World War neared its end, 
communities across the land began to consider 
how best to remember those who had died. 
While many cities, towns and villages favoured a 
traditional sculptural or architectural 
monument, many others (often with ex-
servicemen taking the lead) discussed and opted 
for a memorial which, instead of focusing on the 
dead, would serve the needs of the living. These 
included homes for bereaved service families or 
for ex-servicemen, cottage hospitals or hospital 
wings, public baths, libraries, reading rooms, 
club rooms and memorial halls; even road 
improvements and bridges were proposed as a 
form of war memorial.  

Memorial parks, gardens, playing fields and 
avenues of trees were among the more popular 
types of living or useful memorials. These 
offered, in the words of one dedicatory speech, 
a place where ‘all people, young and old, could 
enjoy the beauties of nature in lovely 
surroundings, near to the centre of the town’.  

 

Memorial parks are generally, though not always, modest in terms of design and materials, and were 
often laid out by the borough surveyor working with a local nursery. But at least a few were more 
ambitious, and at a national level, Fleetwood Memorial Park in Lancashire and Coventry War 
Memorial Park are both included on the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest at Grade II, as is Rowntree Park, York, which was originally dedicated as a memorial 
park after the First World War. 

However, the modesty of most in no way diminishes their local significance, commissioned as they 
were as a place’s principal war memorial to the fallen. Numbers are still unclear: there are currently 
339 gardens and 212 parks or playing fields listed on the Imperial War Museum War Memorials 
Archive, but it appears likely that there are still more to be recorded. Parks & Gardens UK has 
compiled a national gazetteer which will give us a much better idea of the full extent of this form of 
memorialisation, and encourage the better appreciation and management of these poignant 
designed landscapes. 

The gazetteer is freely available on the Parks and Gardens UK website 
(http://www.parksandgardens.org/projects/gardening-in-wartime) Rachel Stamper is accepting new 
submissions to the gazetteer.  You can email her (info@parksandgardens.org). You will need to 
include the park or garden's address, some details of its history and how it came about, a brief 
description of key features, especially any dedicatory stone, and some photographs.   

** Make Sure we know about the memorial park or garden too, if it’s a Lincolnshire one!! 

Spalding Peace Gardens 

Spalding Peace Gardens 

http://www.parksandgardens.org/places-and-people/site/5446
http://www.parksandgardens.org/places-and-people/site/7140
http://www.parksandgardens.org/places-and-people/site/7140
http://www.parksandgardens.org/places-and-people/site/2861
http://www.parksandgardens.org/projects/gardening-in-wartime
mailto:info@parksandgardens.org

