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Welcome to the sixth Down 
Your Wold newsletter
We’ve been looking back over 2014 so 
thought we would share a few stats with 
you to show how much of an impact 
Down Your Wold is having and how 
important your involvement is. 

So far 209 volunteers are actively 
involved or have participated in 
activities. We have worked with eight 
schools, giving numerous pupils the 
opportunity to learn about the history 
of the area. We’ve coordinated, 
supported or attended 84 events with 
over 2200 attendees. Our events and 
volunteer involvement is really raising 
the profile of heritage in the area as 
well as helping people to understand 
the landscape they live in. 

The great news is that we still have until 
the beginning of the autumn to run 
events and support community heritage 
groups. We have also been given the 
go-ahead to run a second Lincolnshire 
Wolds Festival of Archaeology this July 
11th to 26th. This festival will be part of our 
finale celebrations so keep checking 
our website and newsletters for details. 

Please remember that you can ask for 
support with setting up a community 
heritage group or for advice with 
research and funding suggestions. 
We are also happy to help you with 
any publicity as everyone’s heritage 
research brought together will 
showcase what a unique and special 
place the Lincolnshire Wolds is. 

The mining heritage 
of the Lincolnshire Wolds

The landscape of the Lincolnshire Wolds has been 
shaped a great deal from industry. The obvious is 
farming but the not so obvious is ironstone mining. 

It is hard to believe 
when looking out 
over the tranquil 
landscape of 
Nettleton and Claxby 
that it was once a 
very different scene, 
a noisy and bleak 
setting where up to 
150 people worked to 
mine the ironstone of 
the land. 

A group of heritage enthusiasts in the Nettleton and 
Claxby area have joined together to research this 
fascinating subject, with the intention of planning 
events and activities which will help to share what 
they’ve discovered and to promote the area. 
Please get in touch if you would like to join. 

A recent drop-in event to gather information on 
the Wolds mining industry, held at Nettleton Village 
Hall, saw 130 attendees come along. One visitor 
was a former mine worker now living in Kent who 
helped to put the names to faces in numerous 
old photographs. 
We recorded stories, 
scanned photographs 
and identified people 
with the hope of 
running a more detailed 
exhibition in the future. 



Can you help us to 
survey your village?

We’ve launched our village 
heritage survey and we are 
looking for Wolds residents to 
help us gather information 
about where they live. 

This will be the first time a 
project like this has taken place 
within the Lincolnshire Wolds 
and we hope that information 
gathered will help to promote 
and preserve the rich heritage 
of our special landscape. 

Every completed survey will 
collate heritage information 
for a particular village. We 
would love to discover some 
local history which hasn’t been 
shared before such as village 
traditions, unique residents or 
un recorded earthworks. 

Details gathered from the 
survey will be available on the 
Down Your Wold website and 
used in literature to help share 
and promote the importance 
of heritage in the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Please get in touch to request 
a survey form. 

Events coming up… 
The King James I bible and Lincolnshire 4th March 2015, 7pm
A talk by Dr Nicholas Bennett at St James Church, Spilsby. A Spirit of Sutterby 
event (contact details at bottom of page).

Lincolnshire Archives – Local History 9th March 2015, 10am – 12noon
The Lincolnshire Archives holds a good collection of published books and 
articles on individual villages. They can also provide a wealth of material 
such as maps, parish records, school records, quarter sessions and census 
returns, which are valuable in conducting your own local history. Come 
along to find out more. Spaces are limited so get in touch to book a place. 

16th century interior design: for beginners 11th March 2015, 7.30pm
Join the Spirit of Sutterby group for an informal evening in the conference 
room at the Franklin Hall in Spilsby. The evening will look at the likely furniture 
and domestic goods of the inhabitants of Sutterby. A Spirit of Sutterby event

Historic buildings in the Lincolnshire Wolds18th March 2015,  
10am to 4pm
Join us for a day workshop on how to spot historic buildings in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds at Belchford Village Hall. 
The event will include talks from various experts exploring the styles of historic 
buildings in the Lincolnshire Wolds. Specialists include Heritage Lincolnshire’s 
Historic Buildings officer, members from Lincolnshire County Council’s Historic 
Environment team, an expert Lincolnshire farmsteads and leader in the field 
of Mud and Stud. Slaces are limited so get in touch to book a place. 

Bees in the landscape 30th March 2015, 7.30pm
An illustrated talk by Dr David Sheppard in the conference room, Franklin 
Hall, Spilsby. This is part of the Spirit of Sutterby’s ‘See you later, Pollinator’ 
initiative. 

War Memorial Workshop 15th April 2015, 10am -3pm 
Would you like to learn more about your local war memorial, and the stories 
that it can tell about your local community?
Come and join us for a day’s training on how to record and research your 
local war memorial and the people who are recorded on it.
This workshop is in partnership with the Lincolnshire Remembrance, Memories 
and Memorials project. Please get in touch to book a place. 

The fossils and ancient environments of Lincolnshire 15th April 2015, 
7.30pm
An illustrated talk by John Aggett in the conference room at Franklin Hall, 
Spilsby. A Spirit of Sutterby event

Preserving the Past. Conservation and restoration in action 28th April 
2015, 7.30pm
An illustrated talk by Sue Lee in Sausthorpe village hall. 
Sue was one of the conservators involved with the wall paintings at St John 
the Baptist, Sutterby. The talk will cover a range of decorative surfaces and 
media and look at the issues involved in preservation and restoration. A Spirit 
of Sutterby event

For more information about Spirit of Sutterby please visit  
www.spiritofsutterby.co.uk or call 01790 754079. 


