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Cholera threatened Lincoln during the national epidemic of 1848-49.  The book reproduces 
George Giles’s detailed report on the insanitary condition of the city, as well as his state-of-
the art sewerage scheme.  A lengthy debate ensued, much of it favourable, but at two rowdy 
public meetings the small ratepayers succeeded in defeating their adoption.  Yet Lincoln can 
be proud of a remarkably far-seeing and worthy attempt at reform.  The author places the 
local story and characters within the wider debates about public health, urban development 
and changes in sewer technology.  There is also a summary of the continuing story down to 
1881 when Lincoln eventually got a complete underground sewerage system. 
 
This paperback book contains 167 A4  pages and includes 60 illustrations, as well as 

Giles’s 20-inch coloured plan.  
The Society gratefully acknowledges a grant from the Lincoln Record Society.  
 
Buying the book: There is no pre‐publication offer, but, as with other SLHA books, members of the 
Society may purchase the book at any time for 20% below cover price (i.e for £10.00).  In addition, the 
book will be available at the launch event to all who attend, for this same discounted price of £10.00.  
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Effluence and Influence: Public Health, Sewers and Politics in Lincoln, 1848‐50 
 
Book order (for those not buying the book at the launch event on 3 October) 
 
Price: £12.50 (non‐member), £10.00 (SLHA member).  Postage & packing (UK): £3.00 
  (North America:  £23.00, i.e., £12,50 plus £10.50 shipping) 
 
Please send ….. copies of this book;  I am/am not a member of SLHA 
 
Total remittance, payable to SLHA ………………………. 
 
Name:  …………………………………………………..Address:………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….….. 
 

Please return to: Postal Sales, SLHA, Jews’ Court, 2/3 Steep Hill, Lincoln, LN2 1LS 
 
 
www.slha.org.uk  



The book is to be launched by the Rt. Hon. the Lord Cormack, 
DL, FSA, at the Robert Hardy Building, 

Bishop Grosseteste University,  
on Saturday 3 October 2015 at 2.00pm. 

This is an open event to which all are welcome; there is no need to book a place. 
Bishop Grossteste University is generously sponsoring this event 

 
 

TWO QUOTES FROM GILES’S REPORT ON CURRENT SANITARY CONDITIONS 
 
Several of the houses and premises west of Bail Gate drain into the open channels of St 
Paul’s Lane, which together with those of Gordon Road, part of West Gate, and West 
Bight, have their outfalls into a covered drain near the south-west angle of St Paul’s 
Church.  This drain, continuing its course between the Castle north wall and West Gate, 
discharges its contents into the cellar of a dwelling house, emitting very offensive and 
noxious gases.  From the cellar the drainage matter proceeds by an open drain into a hole 
in the Castle Dyke where it is absorbed by loose earth. 
 
Steep Hill  The east side of this street … has the ground in the rear of houses from seven 
to fifteen feet higher than the front.  On this high ground are placed privies and cesspools 
for house drainage.  When the privies are cleaned, the soil is carried through the 
dwellings from the upper to the lower storey.  The western side of Steep Hill has privies 
and dust holes in contact.  In some cases there are cesspools made to receive the 
drainages flowing from premises situate on higher ground 
 
 
 
 

 
Part of George Giles’s 20-inch to the mile plan indicating for potential contractors the sizes of sewers, 
their gradients, and the depths of their trenches.  Flow was to have been eastwards (right), the same as 
the river, to a sewage depot at Stamp End.  Broken lines are contours.  (From the Local Studies 
Collection, Lincoln Central Library, by courtesy of Lincolnshire County Council). 
 
 


