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Project Update: 

The current phase of our project is due to finish at the end of 2015.  
We are still working through the data we need to put on Lincs to the 
Past and we have had four young people working on the database 
over the summer.  If you do have any information that you would like to share with the 
project please do send it to me as soon as you can to ensure that it is included.  We will 
endeavour to keep updating the database over the coming years but the main opportunity 
is now! 

Please do email me at Warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk  or ring me on 01522 554959  

A date for your diary – Saturday 10th October 2015 

We would like to invite you to join us at Thorpe Camp to celebrate the success of the project and to 
thank everyone for their contributions.  We have decided to make the theme of the day First World 
War Aviation in Lincolnshire, and will be inviting some speakers to share their knowledge.  There is 
also a chance to view the museum at Thorpe Camp and to 
join us for lunch.  It will be a free event but booking will be 
required so that we have an idea of numbers for catering. 
Please email me or ring me to book a place. 
 
 

 
Grimsby's Lost Ships of World War One 
In our last newsletter we featured the Boston fishermen who were casualties of German 
Naval Activity.  Now work is underway to discover more about the men and boys sailing 
from Grimsby who died on trawlers either sunk by mines or German U-boats.  It is estimated 
that around 375 ships sailing from Grimsby were sunk and 1,200 lives lost.  Kevin Smith, 
chairman of Shipwrecks of the Humber Area has obtained lottery funding which will enable 
divers to explore some of the wrecks in the River Humber, and to research the stories of the 
people who died.   The project would like to hear from anyone with information about the 
boats and their crews.  http://shipwrecksoftheriverhumber.co.uk/ 
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Other Events: 

Donnington Arnhem Parade 27th September 2015 

An Arnhem parade from the 
Donington market place and a 
church service at St Mary and the 
Holy Rood has been held in 
Donington, near Spalding every 
year since the end of the Second 
World War. The 1st Airborne 
Squadron Royal Engineers 
Parachute Regiment were based 
in Donington for several months 
before going into Arnhem, some 
against all odds managing to 
reach the bridge.  

The people of Donington took the soldiers to their hearts and used to welcome them into their 
homes whenever possible for meals and the comforts of home during this intense training period 
Some returned to marry local sweethearts and to settle in Donington after the war. 

This year's Arnhem Remembrance Parade is being held on Sunday 27th September 2015. There will 
be veterans in attendance along with families of other soldiers who sadly did not make the journey 
home to England. The Veterans will form up in the Market Place at 10.00am. They will be marching 
with their colours & accompanied by bagpipes. 

The church service starts at 
10.30am and everyone is 
welcome to attend this 
very special occasion. The 
church also has an Arnhem 
Memorial Altar & tributes. 
In the church yard there is 
an Oak tree brought back 
as a sapling from Arnhem 
with a commemoration to 
the Royal Engineers battle 
honours. 

Please contact Eddie Finch 
with enquiries about this 
event (01775 822091)  
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Remembering the fight for the Hohenzollern Redoubt: OCTOBER 13TH 1915 

 

On this day 100 years ago, in the space of a mere 10 minutes, the greatest loss of life was suffered by the 
Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiments. Over the course of this 
day, a total of 3763 men were killed in the fight for HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT and over 7000 were wounded. 
The battle of Loos started on the 25th Sept and continued through to 4th Nov, over which period sixty 
thousand soldiers lost their lives. 

The Lincolnshire Echo, in conjunction with the Lincolnshire Co-op, wish to reach out to all of the villages, towns 
and cities that were affected by the loss of lives during this battle. I am asking you all to unite in a synchronised 
WW1 Commemoration Service across the East Midlands region. The format for this service is entirely your 
choice as long as the hour of 1pm is marked by a whistle and a 2 minute silence. I can if requested forward 
onto those that are interested in participating in the synchronized service the full details of the service that will 
be used by the City of Lincoln. 

Lincoln's service will be starting at 12.45pm on Tuesday 13th October 2015 in the High Street at the War 
Memorial. This service will be to remember the loss of lives on that fateful day. At 1pm (2pm in Loos, France) a 
whistle will be blown to commemorate the start of the offensive, followed by 2 minutes silence. Further 
details will be released to those based around Lincoln nearer the time. 

Please reply and copy in to 'anna.draper@lincolnshiremedia.co.uk' to confirm your participation in marking 
the moment the whistle sounded as a mark of respect to the thousands of men who charged to their death on 
that fateful day. The Lincolnshire Echo will be publishing each week stories relating to the Battle of Loos and 
the Services that will be due to take place across the County. If you have any stories relating to the Battle of 
Loos please also pass these on. The sooner we know, the sooner it will be in print and broadcast across the 
region via the local media. 

 

With sincere thanks to all, 

Jackie Kirk 

City of Lincoln Councillor for Glebe Ward 

Church Warden for St Mary Le Wigford Church, Lincoln 
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Date 

Event Venue 

Wednesday 
16th 
September 
7.30pm 

'The Landships of Lincoln' by Richard 
Pullen Chair of the group Friends of 
the Lincoln Tank. Including 
information on Marshalls of 
Gainsborough £4  

Gainsborough House, Parnell Street, 
Gainsborough 
chairman@gainsboroughheritage.com or 
the telephone: 01427 610526. 

 
Saturday 19th 
September 
2.30-3.30pm 
 

 ‘Fings Wot Caught My Eye’  
A miscellany of photos of the Great 
War you have probably never seen 
and advice on how to extract 
maximum information from old 
photos. Includes an interesting 
German selection  
 

Museum of Lincolnshire Life 
Free lecture – booking essential 01522 
782040 

Saturday 19th 
September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 Sept 2015– 
17 Jan 2016 

WW1 – The Yeomanry return to 
the Barracks As our new WW1 
exhibition opens, we bring the 
barracks back to life with the men 
and horses of the Lincolnshire 
Yeomanry. With a family craft 
activities from the British Legion 
and guided gallery tours too, 
there is something for everyone. 

 

1915, A Difficult Year for 
Lincolnshire-New exhibition 

Museum of Lincolnshire Life.  Burton Road, 
Lincoln. 
 
(The museum are also offering school  
workshops for KS2 and KS3 on WW1 theme 
– call 01522 525191 for further details) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Museum of Lincolnshire Life 

Thursday 24th 
September 
10.30am – 12 
noon 

The Machine Gun Corps at 
Belton – Talk by Bill Fulton of the 
Old Comrades Association 

The Old School Hall 
Belton Village 
Booking Essential – call 01476 566116 £8 
including light refreshments 

Saturday 26th 
September 
10.30 -18.00 

RAF 300 (Polish) Squadron and 
1667 H.C.U. – dedication of two 
new memorial plaques 

For full details contact: Faldingworth 
Memorial Group 

Monday 19th 
October 2015 
Starts 7pm 

Trench Art - Kevin Varty 
 

 

Lincoln  Western Front Association at 
Sobraon Barracks, Burton Road, Lincoln LN1 
3PY 

Wednesday 
21st October 
7.30pm 

'Gainsborough and W.W.1 - the 
Hohenzollern Redoubt' by Peter 
Bradshaw. £4 

Gainsborough House, Parnell Street, 
Gainsborough 
chairman@gainsboroughheritage.com or 
the telephone: 01427 610526. 

Saturday 31st 
October 
2pm-3pm 

Railways in WW1 – Over There at 
the Front 
Light Railways up to the Front line 
in the First World War 
 

Museum of Lincolnshire Life 
Free lecture – booking essential 01522 
782040 
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Saturday 14th 
November 
2pm- 3pm 

Women at War look at the roles 
undertaken by the uniformed 
organizations, especially those 
serving near the front. 

Museum of Lincolnshire Life 
Free lecture – booking essential 01522 
782040 

Monday 30th 
November 
2015 Starts 
7pm 

HMF Gretna 
John Chester 

 

Lincoln  Western Front Association at 
Sobraon Barracks, Burton Road, Lincoln LN1 
3PY 

 

If you have events you would like us to advertise do email me at 
warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

William Lovell School Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have received a lovely report from the Airplay group at RAF Coningsby who were the winners of 
our Design a war memorial competition.  They won a trip to the National Memorial Arboretum.  
The other winners William Lovell School at Stickney are visiting the NMA this autumn. 
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RAF Coninsby Airplay Group's Visit to the National Memorial Arboretum 

Report by Sophie Meakin 

The reason we went to spend a day visit at the 
National Arboretum Memorial was because as 
a youth club we entered Lincolnshire 
Remembrance Project's competition to design 
a war memorial. The memorial had to reflect 
what we thought Airplay is about. The 
memorial quilt was designed and made by 
Airplays juniors.  

The National Memorial Arboretum is a site of 
remembrance at Alrewas, near Lichfield. This is 
a place of remembrance which recognises 
those who have served and sacrificed their life 
so we can live ours in peace. This memorial is a 
world-renowned place of remembrance.  It is 
one hundred and fifty acres, which is the size 
of ninety football pitches!  

One of the first things we learnt about was why we 
wear poppies on Remembrance Day - it is because 
that was the plant that grew in all of the churned 
up mud in Flanders field. Remembrance Day is on 
the 11th of November and we have two minutes 
silence at 11 o’clock because World War 1 ended at 
11 o’clock that day. We did an activity where we 
had to take a poppy apart, we then put it back 
together with one hand behind our back, and after 

we put it back together, it was time to take it apart and put back together with our eyes closed. (If 
you want to try it, it is hard!)The reason behind doing this was because many men who had survived 
the war came back with missing limbs, or had been gassed or were suffering from shell shock.   Some 
of them were employed to make poppies to help the nation remember and to raise funds to help 
support those who were suffering the effects of the war.  

The first two memorials we looked at were the Sumatra Railway and the Burma Railway Memorial. 
The Burma memorial is made from the same railway that was only used once at the end of the war 
to transport people back home. This memorial was made to remember those who were forced to 
make the “railway of death”.  The Sumatra Railway memorial has not been made using the same 
railway in Indonesia. However, on it lies the tools that were used when it was built. I liked the way 
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these memorials have been made because it represents what the Burma and Sumatra Railways 
looked like.  

We also visited the Royal Air Force Regiment 
memorial where nearly all of us laid our poppies. 
I laid my poppy here because my dad is in the 
RAF.  The largest memorial we visited was the 
Armed Forces Memorial. This memorial 
commemorates service men and women who 
have lost their lives since 1945.  In this memorial 
you have to be extremely quiet because people 
pay their respects to their loved ones who have 
died since 1945. This was one of my favourite 
memorials because each year names are added 

to the walls to those who have died in the RAF, Army or in the Navy. What I like the most was our 
tour guide said that he spoke to a man who said that “The names are already written on the walls, 
they are just waiting to be carved”.  

The last memorial we visited was the RAFBF. This was where we had a small ceremony remembering 
those who have died for us. Travis and Sophie H read a poem each relating to our day trip. This was 
where we laid a wreath and a photo of our prize winning memorial. 

 

 

 

 

“When you go home tell them of us and say for your tomorrow we gave our today” 
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IWM First World War Centenary Partnership Programme officer Lucy Footer has recently been in 
contact about IWM's plans for 2016: 

In particular, we are gearing up for the ‘Year of the Film’ for 2016 which for us will involve 
providing members of the Partnership with the ‘Battle of the Somme’ 1916 film and themed 
resources to support your projects. We will also be holding Partnership meetings looking at 
2016 and the ‘Year of the Film’ over the autumn and winter this year. 

So if this is something that could be useful for your community do please get in touch with Lucy. 

IWM  
Lambeth Road 
London SE1 6HZ 
T 020 7091 3155  

W iwm.org.uk 

Find out what’s happening in your area www.1914.org   

Caring For Gods Acre – The Beautiful Burial Ground  

On Monday 7th September the very small village of High Toynton hosted a very interesting national 
conference on caring for burial grounds.  I know that many of you are very involved in all aspects of 
your local communities and that our local churchyards are an important aspect of that. So I thought 
it would be useful to share some of my findings from the day 

The emphasis of the conference was very much upon the rural churchyard as a really important 
haven for wildlife.  Indeed some of the yew trees in British churchyards are old enough to be of 
global significance.  Our churchyards can be important sanctuaries for insects and small mammals, 
for wild flowers and grasses as well as for ferns and lichens.  There is a really helpful leaflet which 
you can download from the CFGA website - A key to unlocking the treasures of churchyards and 
burial sites http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/index.php/national-info/churchyard-leaflets.html 

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and the 
Greater Lincolnshire Nature 
Partnership are also keen to offer lots 
of help and support on managing 
churchyards www.glnp.org.uk and 
www.lincstrust.org.uk. 

Whilst we have to be respectful of the 
primary purpose of the site it should be 
possible to manage it as a haven for 
wildlife, as an area for quiet 
contemplation as well as a community 
facility that can help us to understand 
our history and heritage.  Rather than a 
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burden, it could be somewhere that helps with community cohesion, however it does need careful 
management and a good level of agreement and understanding in the community as people can 
have very different views on how churchyards are maintained.  

The churchyard is often the setting for war memorials and there may be family headstones which 
are also memorials to those who died in times of conflict.  Lincolnshire Remembrance project has 
asked you to tell us about any headstones which are also family war memorials, so please do 
continue to send those to us (email Warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk with a photograph and 
details of where the headstone is and what it says.   

Your community may feel that it would be really useful to do a complete churchyard survey 
recording all the memorials.  A good winter's day is quite a good time to do this, when the 
vegetation is low and when you have winter sunlight at an oblique angle making the inscriptions 
easier to read.  CFGA has developed a method and a complete recording pack which will help make 
this task easier.  One of the books which can be recommended to help you to describe the 
monuments is Frederick Burgess’ ‘English Churchyard Memorials’.  Some of the inscriptions 
may be impossible to read and some will be challenging.  In the 1980s Lincolnshire Family 
History Society did a survey of graveyard inscriptions across Lincolnshire.  This could be a 
very useful source to cross reference with.  The survey is kept in its entirety at Lincoln 
Central Library in the Local History section, but you will probably find aspects of the survey 
in your local library too.  Why not make undertaking the survey into a community event, try 
and get some young people involved and get local people to share their memories of the 
people who are now resting in the churchyard. 

 

 

Please do contact me if you have any contributions for the newsletter, articles, events for the 
diary, requests for help with research, etc.  Warmemorials@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Or 01522 554959  Cath Pike 

 

  One of the things I have discovered during this project is that memorials and 
headstones often contain mistakes, with this in mind this Yorkshire story made me 
chuckle: 

Grieving relative : I want the headstone to be inscribed 'She was Thine' 

What the mason wrote: 'She was thin' 

Grieving relative – You have missed the 'e' off 

What the mason wrote next: ''E' She was thin' 
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Your Research 

Many of the sources available to us to find out more about our ancestors who were involved in 
conflict are governmental. These sources help to pinpoint a person at a place and time but it is rare 
to find sources that can tell you about feelings and personality of the person you are investigating.  
Gemma Clarke was lucky as her family had preserved some of the postcards and letters sent home 
by her relative Charles William Clarke.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Charles William Clark was born in Gainsborough on 29th September 
1895.  The family lived in Morton and Charlie went to school in Morton.  
He left at the age of 14 in 1912 and started work as a foundry 
apprentice at Marshall and Son s in Gainsborough.  He was keen to 
enlist when war was declared joining the 8th Battalion Lincolnshire 
regiment on 1st September 1914 as a drummer. He was sent to France 
in August 1915.  He took part in the Battle of Loos.  He was wounded 
and taken prisoner on 26th September 1915.  As a prisoner of war he 
worked in a German coal mine and on a farm.  Whilst he was away from 
home he regularly wrote to his family including letters to his 
sweetheart May. 

Dear May 

We arrive safe and sound and are 
quite happy and lively. We are 
billeted in a barn. I cannot write 
very much as they read all the 
letters before they come over the 
sea. We had a lovely boat ride it 
went nice and smooth we went 
over in the dead of night. We 
camped out the first night and 
then went further in the country. 
There are a lot of fine 
blackberries round this part. I 
cannot write anymore now 

From your Loving S H 
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27.03.1916 

Dear May 

I receive your letters and parcel on the 23th of March 
and I thank you very much for the parcel it was in a 
good condition and the cake’s was lovely. I thank you 
for the razor blades they just fill my razor and the 
cigarette I enjoyed them too. We are having some 
very bad weather again now. Will you tell mother 
that I will write next week. Remember me to Will and 
Emily and all at home.  

From Yours Charles. 

 

Dear May 

I receive your letter while I was on Guard I 
have been on guard 2 time since Sunday and 
I am getting tired of them for you have to 
stop up all night to that these is fire if there 
was I should have to bugle the fire alarm. 
We have had some very hot days just latly 
all the Companys are doing night work they 
go out at 4 o clock and come in about 1 in 
the morning and they think they are 
working them over much. I don’t know when 
we are coming home but I hope before long 
as I should like to see you again. Have you 
had your photo taken yet if you have would 
you mind sending me one. Give my love to 
all at home.  

From Your Loving Sweetheart 

Charles Clarke  

Keep Smiling xxxxxx  

 

Charles did return from the war and 
married May.  He worked at Marshalls in 
Gainsborough as a core maker in the 
foundry and was eventually promoted to 
Foreman.  He died in 1960 aged 65. Just 
before he died he received a letter 
from the Queen awarding him the 
British Empire Medal and although he 
was aware of the award, sadly he did 
not live to receive it in person. 

A fuller version of this article will appear online at 
http://www.lincstothepast.com/exhibitions/lincolnshire-at-war/ 


